Gender Equality
in a Changing Europe
10—12 July 2018
Brussels

Program

Coppieters
Academy

Coppieters
Academy
Gender Equality
in a Changing Europe
10 —12 July 2018
Brussels

The goal of this academy is to understand political,
economic and social transformations and ruptures around
Europe from a feminist perspective. Several recent
political developments, like Brexit and the rise of far right
movements, have threatened the idea of a Europe based on
equality, solidarity and social justice. Patriarchal and nativist
agendas have jeopardized the rights of women, minorities,
people of color, and migrants, and altered the landscape for
organisations promoting cultural diversity, women’s rights
and LGBTQIA+ rights, as well as civil society more generally.
The economic crisis and subsequent austerity measures
have disproportionately impacted women due to their
vulnerable position in the labor market, lower average
incomes, greater reliance on social protection and
services, and primary responsibility for care work. While
governments cut spending in healthcare, pensions,
education and social services, they continued to militarise,
both at home and abroad. Migration and displacement,
generated by conflict, human rights abuses, poverty and
climate change, have left women and girls at risk of all
forms of gender-based violence, from rape, early marriage,
and exploitation by smugglers.
Together with leading experts and practitioners, the
participants will explore the concept of intersectionality
by thinking critically about overlapping identities (gender
identity, sexual orientation, nationality, race, migrant/
citizenship status, age, ability etc.), and will examine how
to apply intersectionality in their daily life and activism.
Participants will also have the chance to improve their
campaigning and advocacy skills.

On the last day, participants will visit the European
Parliament and learn about European policy-making on
issues of gender and sexuality. Special focus will be given
to reproductive rights, since many women still face barriers
to full reproductive self-determination, including the right
to safe, affordable and accessible abortion.
Through workshops, group discussion sessions, tours
and film screenings, we will reflect on alliance-building.
How can we build solidarity across social movements,
borders, and generations? How can we redefine power,
encourage non-hierarchical ways of living and promote
feminist leadership?

Schedule

Tuesday, 10 July 2018

Coppieters Foundation
Boomkwekerijstraat 1, Brussels

10:00
Arrival & registration
10:30—11:00
Introduction by Coppieters Foundation
11:00—12:00
Icebreakers and energizers
12:00—13:00
50/50: Women for Europe – Europe
for Women!
By Daniela Pichler from the European
Women’s Lobby
13:00—14:00
Lunch
14:00—15:00
What is intersectionality? Critical race
theory and feminist theory/practice
By Ojeaku Nwabuzo and Sarah Chander
from the European Network
Against Racism
15:30—18:30
Brux-elles – A feminist tour of the city
Departure from Place St Catherine

Wednesday, 11 July 2018

Thursday, 12 July 2018

Coppieters Foundation
Boomkwekerijstraat 1, Brussels

European Parliament
Wiertzstraat 60, Brussels

10:00—12:00
Workshop: How to campaign for
women’s and girl’s rights at EU
institutions?
By Pierrette Pape, Dr.Denis Mukwege
Foundation

09:30—10:00
Accreditation for the European
Parliament. Meeting point: Place
Luxembourg, European Parliament

12:00—13:00
Lunch
13:00—14:00
World café workshop: How can women
progress through education?
By Beverley Wilson-Smith
from Swansea University
14:00—15:00
Fundamentalisms and Neo-liberalism
in Europe: What are the impacts on
women and minorities?
By Houzan Mahmoud from the Kurdish
Culture Project: Art, feminism and gender

10:00—11:00
Tour of the European Parliament
11:00—11:30
Meeting with Jill Evans,
Member of European Parliament
11:30—12:30
Mobilising and campaigning for LGBTQI
– views from European institutions
and civil society
By Juliette Sanchez-Lambert from the
European Parliament Intergroup on LGBTI
Rights and Anna Robinson from IGLYO
12:30—14:00
Lunch

15:00—15:30
Coffee break

14:00—15:30
Film screening

15:30—16:30
Women, borders and human rights
By Anna Zobnina from the European
Network for Migrant Women

15:30—17:00
Workshop: How can we build solidarity
across social movements?
Led by Alan Sandry
from Swansea University

16:30—17:30
Indigenous women’s rights, a story
of underreported feminist struggles
By Julie Duval, Mona Silavi and
Juweria Ali from UNPO

17:00—18:00
Wrap-up and evaluation
18:00
Good-bye drinks at Place Luxembourg

Speakers

Daniela Pichler
European Women’s Lobby

Daniela has campaigned for social
change, human rights and environmental
justice for almost 15 years. She has
worked for NGOs such as Greenpeace,
Four Paws International, and Amnesty
International. Women’s rights are her
passion, and so is deploying innovative
campaigns, developing policy strategies
and leading successful, committed teams.
She fiercely believes in feminist leadership
and women’s power as active agents of
change and is convinced that together
we have the power to create a more just,
respectful and inclusive society.

Ojeaku Nwabuzo
& Sarah Chander

Pierrette Pape
Dr.Denis Mukwege Foundation

European Network Against Racism

ENAR is the only pan-European antiracism network that combines advocacy
for racial equality and facilitating
cooperation among civil society antiracism actors in Europe.
Ojeaku Nwabuzo is a Senior Research
Officer at ENAR. Previously she worked
at Runnymede, a race equality think
tank in the UK, where she led on various
projects including the Race Equality
Scorecard and the Riot Roundtables.
Ojeaku holds a BSc in Politics from
the University of Southampton and an
MA in Political Communications from
Goldsmiths, University of London.
Sarah Chander is an Advocacy Officer
at ENAR. Previously, she worked on
employment and education policy for
the UK Commission for Employment and
Skills, focusing on youth unemployment.
Sarah has previously worked in
development, immigration and legal
support. Sarah holds an LLB in Law from
the University of Warwick and an MSc
in Migration, Mobility and Development
from SOAS, University of London.

Pierrette Pape is a consultant on women’s
and girls’ human rights. She advises
on project management, campaigning,
advocacy, coalition building, and strategic
thinking. She also works for Dr.Denis
Mukwege Foundation where she leads
the advocacy strategy to end rape and
sexual violence in war and post-conflict
times. Previously, she worked for more
than 8 years at the European Women’s
Lobby on policy and campaigns. She
coordinated several impactful projects
and advocacy strategies, and drafted
multiple publications and position papers,
including on ending sexual exploitation
and violence against women and girls,
women and climate justice, women and
armed conflict, refugee women etc. She
is also an activist in several women’s
associations in Belgium, including a
frontline organisation supporting persons
in prostitution, and she coordinates the
European network Youth4Abolition.

Beverley Wilson-Smith

Houzan Mahmoud

Swansea University

Kurdish Culture Project:
Art, feminism and gender

Beverley is an experienced and
passionate educator with over 20 years
of service working in further education in
Wales. She is the founder and architect
for the Talent Bank; a new and innovative,
industry led educational programme
which aims to support growth within
the skills supply pipeline for high calibre
STEM talent to support high growth and
emerging sectors.
Her work combines with research
as a part-time PhD scholar at Swansea
University which draws upon a
collaborative model for co- creation,
co- location and co- delivery of curriculum
in the health and life science sector
involving students, educationalists
and industry stakeholders.

Houzan Mahmoud is the co-founder of
Culture Project. She is a women’s rights
activist, campaigner, and defender, and
a feminist. She was born in Iraqi
Kurdistan. Her articles have been
published in UK publications including
The Independent, The Guardian,
The Tribune, The Newstatesman and
others. Houzan led many campaigns
internationally, including campaigns
against the rape and abduction of women
in Iraq, and against the imposition of
Islamic sharia law in Kurdistan and Iraqi
constitution. She has an MA in Gender
Studies from SOAS University of London.

Anna Zobnina
European Network for Migrant Women

Julie Duval, Mona Silavi
& Juweria Ali
Unrepresented Nations
and Peoples Organization

Anna Zobnina has over 10 years of
experience in the area of intersectional
feminist analysis of violence and
discrimination against women, with
specific focus on migrant women, sexual
exploitation and the care economy.
She is a former Research Analyst
with the Mediterranean Institute of
Gender Studies (MIGS) and a selected
expert with the European Institute for
Gender Equality (EIGE). At ENOMW, she
is the Strategy and Policy Coordinator.
Previously, she served as the Chair of
ENOMW. She has worked on strategic
advocacy and strengthening the inclusion
of migrant women’s voices in the EU
decision-making across areas such as
access to labour and justice, sexual and
reproductive rights and civic participation.

UNPO is an international, nonviolent
and democratic membership organisation.
Its members are indigenous peoples,
minorities, unrecognised states and
occupied territories that have joined
together to defend their political, social
and cultural rights, to preserve their
environments and to promote their right
to self-determination.
Julie Duval is a Programme Officer at
the Unrepresented Nations and Peoples
Organization, Juweria Ali is an Ogadeni
women’s rights activist, and Mona Silavi is
an Ahwaz human rights campaigner.

Jill Evans

Juliette Sanchez-Lambert

Member of European Parliament

European Parliament Intergroup
on LGBTI Rights

Jill Evans has been a political activist
and community campaigner focused on
Welsh cultural rights, worker’s rights,
women’s rights, and peace. She worked
for the National Federation of Women’s
Institutes for 6 years before taking up a
post with CHILD – the National Infertility
Support Network.
Jill was a Councillor for 7 years
and Was later elected as an Alternate
Member of the European Committee
of the Regions. In June 1999, she was
elected as a Member of the European
Parliament for Wales, and re-elected in
2004, 2009 and 2014.
In the European Parliament, Jill
represents Plaid Cymru – the Party of
Wales, and sits with the Greens/EFA
group. She is a member of the Committee
on Culture and Education.

Juliette Sanchez-Lambert is the
Secretary of the LGBTI Intergroup in the
European Parliament, a group of MEPs
dedicated to advance the rights of LGBTI
people in Europe and beyond. Interested
in the potential of gender-awareness for
combatting discrimination, Juliette has
a dual background in human rights and
gender studies. Before joining the LGBTI
Intergroup, she worked with several
human rights NGOs, focusing on women’s
rights, migrants and refugee rights, and
LGBTI rights.

Anna Robinson

Alan Sandry

IGLYO

Swansea University

Anna Robinson is a co-chair of IGLYO
(The International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, Queer and Intersex Youth
& Student Organisation), the largest
LGBTQI youth and student network in
the world, with over 95 members in 40+
countries. She is also a policy advisor
for MEP Soraya Post (Swedish Feminist
Initiative, an intersectional, feminist and
antiracist political party) on the Foreign
Affairs (AFET) Committee, Human rights
(DROI) Subcommittee, and gender and
minority issues.
Previously, she worked for the
European Roma Rights Centre, a
Roma-led international public interest
law organisation working to combat
anti-Romani racism and human rights
abuse of Roma through strategic litigation,
research and policy development,
advocacy and human rights education.

Dr Alan Sandry is a Fellow, and
Co-Founder, of the European Institute
of Identities. He was formerly Lecturer
in European Territorial Politics at Cardiff
University, Wales. Dr Sandry is a Vice
President of the Coppieters Foundation.
His current research interests include
the evolving nature of political, cultural
and social identities within Europe;
the relationship between ideologies
and individual and collective thought;
education and innovation for economic
amelioration. Dr Sandry is the author of
Devolution in the United Kingdom and
Plaid Cymru: An Ideological Analysis. He
has been a contributor for newspapers
and journals including Independent
on Sunday, Times Higher Education
Supplement, New Statesman, and
Financial Times.

Organizers

Iva Petkovic,
Coppieters Foundation
Iva Petkovic is the Project Manager
at Coppieters Foundation.
ipetkovic@ideasforeurope.eu
(+32) 48 330 42 94
@iva_petkovic

Ignasi Centelles,
Coppieters Foundation
Ignasi Centelles is the Coordinator
of Coppieters Foundation.
icentelles@ideasforeurope.eu
(+32) 48 630 63 85
@ignasics

Join the conversation:
@ideasforeurope

Locations

1. Meininger Hotel Brussels City Centre
Quai du Hainaut 33,
1080 Molenbeek-Saint-Jean, Brussels

1

2. Coppieters Academy

3. European Parliament

Media Centre, Coppieters Foundation,
3rd floor, Boomkwekerijstraat 1, Brussels

Wiertzstraat 60, Brussels

2
3

Practical info

Accommodation
Participants will stay at the Meininger
Hotel Brussels City Centre. It is located
on Quai du Hainaut 33, 1080 MolenbeekSaint-Jean. It is situated directly next to
the Canal Bruxelles-Charleroi.
The Meininger Hotel Brussels City
Center is run on a carbon-neutral basis.
Until recently, this red-brick building, a
former brewery in the city centre, was
used as an exhibition space.

From Brussels Airport (Zaventem)
1. Take the IC train to Central Station
(8.80 €). Take the metro 1 or 5 		
direction Weststation/Erasmus.
2. Leave the train at Compte de Flandre/
Graaf van Vlaanderen and follow the
canal on the right side until you reach
a traffic light.
3. Go straight ahead and the Meininger
hotel will be on the right hand side.

Brussels South Airport (Charleroi)
1. Take the shuttle bus at the airport
to Gare du Midi/Zuidstation.
2. Take tram 51 direction Stade/Stadium
and get off at Porte de Flandre/		
Vlaamsepoort.
3. Cross the bridge and go directly left,
walk along the channel until you have
the Meininger hotel on your right
hand side.
4. This will take you about 1h 15min
(cost: about 15€)

To Coppieters Foundation
(formerly Centre Maurits Coppieters)
1. Walk about 500m (6 minutes) to Graaf
van Vlaanderen/Compte de Flandre
metro station.
2. Take metro 1 (Stockel) or 5 (HerrmannDebroux) to metro station Kunst-Wet/
Arts-Loi (5 stops).
3. Change to metro 2 (Simonis) or 6
(Koning Boudewijn/Roi Baudouin) to
go to Porte de Namur/Naamsepoort
(2 stops).
4. This will take you about 25 minutes
and cost you 2.10€ or 4.20€ for a
return trip.

Our aims:

To influence decision-making process
at the European level and create a
legal framework that allows for better
protection of diversity in complex societies
(multi-ethnic, multi-linguistic, religiously
diverse); equality and anti-discrimination of
minority groups; enhanced implementation
of the principle of subsidiarity and the
right to self-determination.
To drive the EU towards an alternative
institutional structure that is more
democratic, more respectful of collective
rights of unrecognised European peoples;
To play a role as a platform for dialogue
between the academia, European
institutions (the European Parliament, the
European Commission and the Committee
of the Regions) and other political actors;
To transform scientific knowledge in
the fields of political science, economy,
sociology, philosophy and history into
usable concepts for political action;
To feed the European Free Alliance with
politically relevant concepts, ideas, data
and knowledge, both in the institutional
sphere and in EFA’s action sphere outside
European institutions.

